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THE PERIOD OF
THE WAR OF RESISTANCE
AGAINST JAPAN (I






POLICIES, MEASURES AND PERSPECTIVES
FOR RESISTING
THE JAPANESE INVASION

July 23, 1937

I. TWO POLICIES

On July 8, the day after the Lukouchiao Incident,! the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China issued a manifesto to
the whole nation calling for a war of resistance. The manifesto reads
in part:

Fellow-countrymen! Peiping and Tientsin are in peril! Northern
China is in peril! The Chinese nation is in peril! A war of resistance
by the whole nation is the only way out. We demand immediate
and resolute resistance to the invading Japanese armies and im-
mediate preparations to meet all emergencies. From top to bottom
the whole nation must at once abandon any idea of being able to
live in submissive peace with the Japanese aggressors. Fellow-
countrymen! We should acclaim and support the heroic resistance
of Feng Chih-an’s troops. We should acclaim and support the
declaration of the local authorities of northern China that they
will defend the homeland to the death. We demand that General

On July 7, 1937, the Japanese imperialists staged the Lukouchiao Incident in
their attempt to annex the whole of China by armed force. The Chinese people
unanimously demanded war against Japan. Ten days elapsed before Chiang Kai-shek
tardily made a public statement at Lushan announcing armed resistance to Japan.
He did so under nation-wide popular pressure and as a result of the serious blow
the Japanese invasion had dealt to the interests both of the British and U.S. impe-
rialists in China and of the big landlords and the big bourgeoisie whom Chiang
Kai-shek directly represented. But at the same time the Chiang Kai-shek government
continued to parley with the Japanese aggressors and even accepted the so-called
peaceful settlements they concluded with local authorities. It was not until August
13, 1937, when the Japanese aggressors launched a major attack on Shanghai and

13
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Sung Cheh-yuan immediately mobilize the entire 29th Army? and
send it into action at the front. Of the Central Government in
Nanking we demand the following: Give effective aid to the 29th
Army. Immediately lift the ban on patriotic movements among
the masses and let the people give full play to their enthusiasm for
armed resistance. Immediately mobilize all the country’s land, sea
and air forces for action. Immediately weed out all the hidden
traitors and Japanese agents in China and so consolidate our rear.
We call on the people of the whole country to throw all their
strength behind the sacred war of self-defence against Japan. Our
slogans are: Armed defence of Peiping, Tientsin and northern
China! Defend our homeland to the last drop of our blood! Let
the people of the whole country, the government, and the armed
forces unite and build up the national united front as our solid
Great Wall of resistance to Japanese aggression! Let the Kuo-
mintang and the Communist Party closely co-operate and resist
the new attacks of the Japanese aggressors! Drive the Japanese
aggressors out of China!

This is a declaration of policy.

On July 17, Mr. Chiang Kai-shek made a statement at Lushan.
Setting out as it did a policy of preparing for a war of resistance, the
statement was the Kuomintang’s first correct declaration on foreign
affairs for many years and it has consequently been welcomed by all
our countrymen as well as by ourselves. The statement listed four
conditions for the settlement of the Lukouchiao Incident:

(1) Any settlement must not infringe China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity; (2) there must be no unlawful change in the
administrative structure of Hopei and Chahar Provinces; (3) there
must be no dismissal and replacement, at the demand of others,

thus made it impossible for Chiang Kai-shek to maintain his rule in southeastern
China, that he was compelled to embark on armed resistance; but Chiang never
ceased his clandestine attempts to make peace with Japan right up to 1944. Through-
out the War of Resistance Chiang Kai-shek opposed all-out people’s war in which
the entire people are mobilized, and pursued the reactionary policy of passively
resisting Japan but actively opposing the Communist Party and the people; thus his
actions completely violated his own Lushan statement that “once war breaks out,
every person, young or old, in the north or in the south, must take up the responsibility
of resisting Japan and defending our homeland”. The two policies, two sets of
measures and two perspectives discussed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung in this article
reflect the struggle between the line of the Communist Party and Chiang Kai-shek’s
line in the War of Resistance.
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of local officials appointed by the Central Government; (4) the
29th Army must not be confined to the area in which it is now
stationed.

The concluding remarks of the statement read:

Concerning the Lukouchiao Incident, the government has
decided on a policy and a stand to which it will always adhere.
We realize that when the whole nation goes to war, sacrifices to
the bitter end will be called for, and we should not cherish the
faintest hope of an easy way out. Once war breaks out, every
person, young or old, in the north or in the south, must take up
the responsibility of resisting Japan and defending our homeland.

This, too, is a declaration of policy.

Here we have two historic political declarations on the Lukou-
chiao Incident, one by the Communist Party and the other by the
Kuomintang. They have this point in common: both stand for a resolute
war of resistance and oppose compromise and concessions.

This is one kind of policy for meeting Japanese invasion, the
correct policy.

But there is the possibility of the adoption of another kind of policy.
In recent months the traitors and the pro-Japanese elements in Peiping
and Tientsin have been very active, they have been trying to get the
local authorities to acquiesce in Japan’s demands, they have been
undermining the policy of resolute armed resistance and advocating
compromise and concessions. These are extremely dangerous signs.

The policy of compromise and concessions is the diametrical op-
posite of the policy of resolute armed resistance. If it is not speedily
reversed, Peiping, Tientsin and the whole of northern China will fall
into the hands of the enemy, and the entire nation will be seriously
imperilled. Everyone must be on the alert.

Patriotic officers and men of the 29th Army, unite! Oppose com-
promise and concessions and conduct resolute armed resistance!

Fellow patriots of Peiping, Tientsin and northern China, unite!
Oppose compromise and concessions and support resolute armed
resistance!

Fellow patriots throughout the country, unite! Oppose compromise
and concessions and support resolute armed resistance!

Mr. Chiang Kai-shek and all patriotic members of the Kuomintang!
We hope that you will firmly adhere to your policy, fulfil your promises,
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oppose compromise and concessions, conduct resolute armed resistance,
and thus answer the outrages of the enemy with deeds.

Let all the armed forces in the country, including the Red Army,
support Mr. Chiang Kai-shek’s declaration, oppose compromise and
concessions and conduct resolute armed resistance!

We Communists are whole-heartedly and faithfully carrying out
our own manifesto, and at the same time we resolutely support Mr.
Chiang Kai-shek’s declaration; together with the members of the Kuo-
mintang and all our fellow-countrymen, we are ready to defend the
homeland to the last drop of our blood; we oppose any hesitation,
vacillation, compromise or concessions, and will conduct resolute
armed resistance.

II. TWO SETS OF MEASURES

To achieve its purpose the policy of resolute armed resistance calls
for a whole set of measures.

What are they? The principal ones are the following:

1. Mobilize all the armed forces of the whole country. Mobilize
our standing armed forces of well over two million men, including the
land, sea and air forces, the Central Army, the local troops and the
Red Army, and immediately send the main forces to the national
defence lines, while keeping some forces in the rear to maintain order.
Entrust the command on the various fronts to generals loyal to the
national interests. Call a national defence conference to decide on
strategy and to achieve unity of purpose in military operations. Over-
haul the political work in the army in order to achieve unity between
officers and men and between the army and the people. Establish the
principle that guerrilla warfare should carry the responsibility for one
aspect of the strategic task, and ensure proper co-ordination between
guerrilla and regular warfare. Weed out traitors from the army. Call
up an adequate number of reserves and train them for service at the
front. Adequately replenish the equipment and supplies of the armed
forces. Military plans on these lines must be made, in keeping with
the general policy of resolute armed resistance. China’s troops are far
from few, but unless these plans are executed, they will not be able
to defeat the enemy. However, if the political and material factors are
combined, our armed forces will become unmatched in East Asia.
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2. Mobilize the whole people. Lift the ban on patriotic move-
ments, release political prisoners, annul the “Emergency Decree for
Dealing with Actions Endangering the Republic”3 and the “Press
Censorship Regulations”,* grant legal status to existing patriotic
organizations, extend these organizations among the workers, peasants,
businessmen and intellectuals, arm the people for self-defence and for
operations in support of the army. In a word, give the people freedom
to express their patriotism. By their combined strength the people and
the army will deal a death-blow to Japanese imperialism. Beyond
doubt, there can be no victory in a national war without reliance on
the great masses of the people. Let us take warning from the fall of
Abyssinia.> No one who is sincere about waging a resolute war of
resistance can afford to ignore this point.

3. Reform the government apparatus. Bring representatives of all
political parties and groups and public leaders into the government
for joint management of the affairs of the state and weed out the
hidden pro-Japanese elements and traitors in the government, so that
the government can become one with the people. Resistance to Japan
is a gigantic task which cannot be performed by a few individuals
alone. If they insist on keeping it in their own hands, they will
only bungle it. If the government is to be a real government of
national defence, it must rely on the people and practise democratic
centralism. It must be at once democratic and centralized; it is this
kind of government which is the most powerful. The national as-
sembly must be truly representative of the people; it must be the
supreme organ of authority, determine the major policies of the state
and decide on the policies and plans for resisting Japan and saving
the nation.

4. Adopt an anti-Japanese foreign policy. Accord the Japanese
imperialists no advantages or facilities, but on the contrary confiscate
their property, repudiate their loans, weed out their lackeys and expel
their spies. Immediately conclude a military and political alliance with
the Soviet Union and closely unite with the Soviet Union, the country
which is most reliable, most powerful and most capable of helping
China to resist Japan. Enlist the sympathy of Britain, the United States
and France for our resistance to Japan, and secure their help provided
that it entails no loss of our territory or our sovereign rights. We should
rely mainly on our own strength to defeat the Japanese aggressors; but
foreign aid cannot be dispensed with, and an isolationist policy will
only play into the enemy’s hands.
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5. Proclaim a programme for improving the livelihood of the
people and immediately begin to put it into effect. Start with the
following minimum points: Abolish exorbitant taxes and miscellaneous
levies, reduce land rent, restrict usury, increase the workers’ pay, im-
prove the livelihood of the soldiers and junior officers, improve the
livelihood of office workers, and provide relief for victims of natural
calamities. Far from making a mess of the country’s finances as some
people argue, these new measures will increase the people’s purchasing
power and lead to thriving commercial and financial conditions. They
will add immeasurably to our strength for resisting Japan and
consolidate the government’s foundations.

6. Institute education for national defence. Radically reform the
existing educational policy and system. All projects that are not urgent
and all measures that are not rational must be discarded. Newspapers,
books and magazines, films, plays, literature and art should all serve
national defence. Traitorous propaganda must be prohibited.

7. Adopt financial and economic policies for resisting Japan.
Financial policy should be based on the principle that those with money
should contribute money and that the property of the Japanese im-
perialists and Chinese traitors should be confiscated, and economic
policy should be based on the principle of boycotting Japanese goods
and promoting home products — everything for the sake of resistance
to Japan. Financial strain is the product of wrong measures and can
surely be overcome after the adoption of new policies such as these,
which serve the interests of the people. It is sheer nonsense to say that
a country with so vast a territory and so huge a population is financially
and economically helpless.

8. Unite the entire Chinese people, the government and the armed
forces to build up the national united front as our solid Great Wall.
The application of the policy of armed resistance and of the above
measures depends on this united front. Here the key is close co-
operation between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party. Let
the government, the troops, all the political parties and the whole
people unite on the basis of such co-operation between the two parties.
The slogan “Unity in good faith to meet the national crisis” must not
be limited to fine words but must be demonstrated in fine deeds. Unity
must be genuine; deception will not do. There must be more large-
mindedness and a broader sweep in the conduct of state affairs. Petty
niggling, mean tricks, bureaucracy, and Ah Q-ism® are of no use at
all. They are of no avail against the enemy and simply ridiculous if
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practised on one’s own countrymen. There are major and minor prin-
ciples in everything, and the minor principles are all subordinate to
the major. Our compatriots must think things over carefully in the
light of the major principles, for only then will they be able to orientate
their own ideas and actions properly. Today, anyone who has not
begun to have some genuine desire for unity ought to examine his
conscience in the stillness of the night and feel some shame, even if
no one else censures him.

The set of measures for resolute armed resistance described above
may be called the Eight-Point Programme.

The policy of resolute armed resistance must be accompanied by
this set of measures, or otherwise victory will never be achieved and
Japanese aggression against China will never be ended, while China
will be helpless against Japan and hardly be able to escape the fate
of Abyssinia.

Whoever is sincere about the policy of resolute armed resistance
must put this set of measures into practice. And the test of whether
or not he is sincere about resolute armed resistance is whether or not
he accepts and carries out this set of measures.

There is another set of measures which is contrary to this set in
every respect.

Not the total mobilization of the armed forces, but their immobi-
lization or withdrawal.

Not freedom for the people, but oppression.

Not a government of national defence based on democratic cen-
tralism, but an autocratic government of bureaucrats, compradors and
big landlords.

Not a foreign policy of resisting Japan, but one of fawning on
her.

Not the improvement of the people’s livelihood, but continued
extortions so that they groan under their sufferings and are powerless
to resist Japan.

Not education for national defence, but education for national
subjugation.

Not financial and economic policies for resisting Japan, but the
same old, or even worse, financial and economic policies benefiting the
enemy rather than our own country.

Not building up the Anti-Japanese National United Front as our
Great Wall, but tearing it down, or talking glibly about unity while
never doing anything to advance it.
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Measures stem from policy. If the policy is one of non-resistance,
all measures will reflect non-resistance; we have been taught this
lesson over the last six years. If the policy is one of resolute armed
resistance, then it is imperative to apply the appropriate measures —
the Eight-Point Programme.

III. TWO PERSPECTIVES

What are the perspectives? This is what everyone is anxious about.
Pursue the first policy and adopt the first set of measures, and the
perspective will definitely be the expulsion of Japanese imperialism
and the attainment of China’s liberation. Can there still be any doubt
about it? I think not.

Pursue the second policy and adopt the second set of measures,
and the perspective will definitely be the occupation of China by the
Japanese imperialists, with the Chinese people being turned into slaves
and beasts of burden. Can there still be any doubt about it? Again, I
think not.

IV. CONCLUSION

It is imperative to carry out the first policy, to adopt the first set
of measures and to strive for the first perspective.

It is imperative to oppose the second policy, to reject the second
set of measures and to avert the second perspective.

Let all patriotic members of the Kuomintang and all members of
the Communist Party unite and steadfastly carry out the first policy,
adopt the first set of measures and strive for the first perspective; let
them steadfastly oppose the second policy, reject the second set of
measures and avert the second perspective.

Let all patriotic people, patriotic troops and patriotic parties and
groups unite as one and steadfastly carry out the first policy, adopt the
first set of measures and strive for the first perspective; let them stead-
fastly oppose the second policy, reject the second set of measures and
avert the second perspective.

Long live the national revolutionary war!

Long live the liberation of the Chinese nation!
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NOTES

10n July 7, 1937, the Japanese invading forces attacked the Chinese garrison
at Lukouchiao, some ten kilometres southwest of Peking. Under the influence of the
ardent nation-wide anti-Japanese movement, the Chinese troops put up resistance.
This incident marked the beginning of the Chinese people’s heroic War of Resistance
Against Japan which lasted for eight years.

2The 29th Army, which was originally part of the Kuomintang’s Northwestern
Army under Feng Yu-hsiang, was then stationed in Hopei and Chahar Provinces.
Sung Cheh-yuan was its commander and Feng Chih-an one of its divisional
commanders.

3 The Kuomintang government promulgated the so-called “Emergency Decree
for Dealing with Actions Endangering the Republic” on January 31, 1931, using the
trumped-up charge of “endangering the Republic” to persecute and slaughter patriots
and revolutionaries. This decree imposed extremely brutal measures of persecution.

4 “Press Censorship Regulations” was another name for the “General Measures
for Press Censorship” issued by the Kuomintang government in August 1934 to stifle
the voice of the people. They laid down that “all news copy must be submitted to
censorship”.

5See “The Tasks of the Chinese Communist Party in the Period of Resistance
to Japan”, Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press,
Peking, 1965, Vol. I, p. 267.

6 Ah Q is the leading character in The True Story of Ah Q, the famous work
by the great Chinese writer Lu Hsun. Ah Q typifies all those who compensate
themselves for their failures and setbacks in real life by regarding them as moral
or spiritual victories.






FOR THE MOBILIZATION OF
ALL THE NATION’S FORCES FOR VICTORY
IN THE WAR OF RESISTANCE

August 25, 1937

A. The Lukouchiao Incident of July 7 marked the beginning of
the Japanese imperialist all-out invasion of China south of the Great
Wall. The fight put up by the Chinese troops at Lukouchiao marked
the beginning of China’s nation-wide War of Resistance. The ceaseless
Japanese attacks, the people’s resolute struggle, the national bour-
geoisie’s tendency towards resistance, the Communist Party’s vigorous
advocacy and firm application of a national united front policy and
the nation-wide support this policy has won — all these have com-
pelled the Chinese authorities to begin changing their policy of non-
resistance, as pursued ever since the September 18th Incident of 1931,
to a policy of resistance since the Lukouchiao Incident, and have
caused the Chinese revolution to develop beyond the stage reached
after the December 9th Movement,! i.e., the stage of ending the civil
war and preparing for resistance, into the stage of actual resistance.
The initial changes in the Kuomintang’s policy with the Sian Incident
and the Third Plenary Session of its Central Executive Committee as
their starting point, Mr. Chiang Kai-shek’s Lushan statement of July
17 on the question of resistance to Japan, and many of his measures
of national defence, all deserve commendation. The troops at the
front, whether the land and air forces or the local armed units, have
all fought courageously and demonstrated the heroic spirit of the
Chinese nation. In the name of the national revolution, the Chinese

This was an outline for propaganda and agitation written by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung in August 1937 for the propaganda organs of the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party. It was approved by the enlarged meeting of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee at Lochuan, northern Shensi.

23
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Communist Party ardently salutes our patriotic troops and fellow-
countrymen throughout China.

B. But on the other hand, even after the Lukouchiao Incident of
July 7, the Kuomintang authorities are continuing to pursue the wrong
policy they have pursued ever since the September 18th Incident,
making compromises and concessions,? suppressing the zeal of the
patriotic troops and clamping down on the patriotic people’s national
salvation movement. There is no doubt that, having seized Peiping and
Tientsin, Japanese imperialism will press ahead with its policy of
large-scale offensives, take the second and third steps in its pre-
meditated war plan and launch fierce attacks on the whole of northern
China and other areas, relying on its own brute military strength
while at the same time drawing support from German and Italian
imperialism and exploiting the vacillations of British imperialism and
the estrangement of the Kuomintang from the broad masses of the
working people. The flames of war are already raging in Chahar
and in Shanghai. To save our motherland, to resist the attacks of the
powerful invaders, to defend northern China and the seacoast and
recover Peiping, Tientsin and northeastern China, the Kuomintang
authorities and the whole people must thoroughly learn the lesson
of the loss of northeastern China, Peiping and Tientsin, learn and take
warning from the fall of Abyssinia, learn from the Soviet Union’s past
victories over its foreign enemies,? learn from Spain’s present experience
in successfully defending Madrid,* and firmly unite to fight to the end
in defence of the motherland. Henceforth the task is: “Mobilize all
the nation’s forces for victory in the War of Resistance”, and the key
to its accomplishment is a complete and thorough change in Kuo-
mintang policy. The step forward taken by the Kuomintang on the
question of resistance is to be commended; it is what the Chinese
Communist Party and the people of the whole country have for years
been hoping for, and we welcome it. But the Kuomintang has not
changed its policies on such matters as the mobilization of the masses
and the introduction of political reforms. It is still basically unwilling
to lift the ban on the people’s anti-Japanese movement or make
fundamental changes in the government apparatus, it still has no policy
for improving the people’s livelihood, and is still not sufficiently
sincere in its co-operation with the Communist Party. If, at this
critical juncture of life or death for our nation, the Kuomintang
continues in the same old groove and does not quickly change its policy,
it will bring disaster to the War of Resistance. Some Kuomintang
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members say, “Let political reforms be instituted after victory.” They
think the Japanese aggressors can be defeated by the government’s
efforts alone, but they are wrong. A few battles may be won in a war
of resistance fought by the government alone, but it will be impossible
to defeat the Japanese aggressors thoroughly. This can be done only
by a war of total resistance by the whole nation. Such a war, how-
ever, requires a complete and drastic change in Kuomintang policy
and the joint efforts of the whole nation from top to bottom to carry
out a thoroughgoing programme of resistance to Japan, that is, a
national salvation programme formulated in the spirit of the revolu-
tionary Three People’s Principles and the Three Great Policies® drawn
up personally by Dr. Sun Yat-sen during the first period of Kuomintang-
Communist co-operation.

C. In all earnestness the Chinese Communist Party proposes to the
Kuomintang, to the people of the whole country, to all political parties
and groups, to people in all walks of life and to all the armed forces
a Ten-Point National Salvation Programme for the purpose of com-
pletely defeating the Japanese aggressors. It firmly believes that only
by carrying out this programme fully, sincerely and resolutely will
it be possible to defend the motherland and defeat the Japanese
aggressors. Otherwise, the responsibility will fall on those who pro-
crastinate and allow the situation to deteriorate; once the country’s
doom is sealed, it will be too late for regrets and lamentations. The
ten points are as follows:

1. Overthrow Japanese imperialism.

Sever diplomatic relations with Japan, expel Japanese officials,
arrest Japanese agents, confiscate Japanese property in China, repudiate
debts to Japan, abrogate treaties signed with Japan and take back all
Japanese Concessions.

Fight to the finish in defence of northern China and the seacoast.

Fight to the finish for the recovery of Peiping, Tientsin and
northeastern China.

Drive the Japanese imperialists out of China.

Oppose all vacillation and compromise.

2. Mobilize the military strength of the whole nation.

Mobilize all land, sea and air forces for a nation-wide war
of resistance.

Oppose a passive, purely defensive strategy and adopt an active,
independent strategy.
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Set up a permanent council of national defence to deliberate and
decide on national defence plans and strategy.

Arm the people and develop anti-Japanese guerrilla warfare in
co-ordination with the operations of the main forces.

Reform the political work in the armed forces to achieve unity
between officers and men.

Achieve unity between the army and the people and bring the
army’s militant spirit into play.

Support the Northeast Anti-Japanese United Army and disrupt
the enemy’s rear.

Give equal treatment to all troops fighting in the War of
Resistance.

Establish military zones in all parts of the country, mobilize the
whole nation to join in the war and thus effect a gradual change from
the mercenary system to one of general military service.

3. Mobilize the people of the whole country.

Let all the people of the country (with the exception of the traitors)
have freedom of speech, the press, assembly and association in resisting
Japan and saving the nation, and the right to take up arms against
the enemy.

Annul all old laws and decrees which restrict the people’s patriotic
movements and promulgate new, revolutionary laws and decrees.

Release all patriotic and revolutionary political prisoners and lift
the ban on political parties.

Let the people of the whole country mobilize, take up arms and
join the War of Resistance. Let those with strength contribute strength,
those with money contribute money, those with guns contribute guns,
and those with knowledge contribute knowledge.

Mobilize the Mongolian, the Hui and all other minority nation-
alities, in accordance with the principle of national self-determination
and autonomy, in the common fight against Japan.

4. Reform the government apparatus.

Call a national assembly which is genuinely representative of the
people to adopt a genuinely democratic constitution, to decide on
policies for resisting Japan and saving the nation, and to elect a
government of national defence.

The government of national defence must draw in the revolu-
tionaries of all parties and mass organizations, and expel the pro-
Japanese elements.
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The government of national defence shall practise democratic
centralism, and shall be at once democratic and centralized.

The government of national defence shall pursue revolutionary
policies for resisting Japan and saving the nation.

Institute local self-government, throw out corrupt officials and
establish clean government.

5. Adopt an anti-Japanese foreign policy.

Conclude anti-aggression alliances and anti-Japanese pacts for
mutual military aid with all countries that are opposed to Japanese
aggression, provided that this entails no loss of our territory or of our
sovereign rights.

Support the international peace front and oppose the front of
aggression of Germany, Japan and Italy.

Unite with the worker and peasant masses of Korea and Japan
against Japanese imperialism.

6. Adopt wartime financial and economic policies.

Financial policy should be based on the principle that those with
money should contribute money and that the property of the traitors
should be confiscated in order to meet war expenditures. Economic
policy should consist in readjusting and expanding defence production,
developing the rural economy and assuring self-sufficiency in wartime
commodities. Encourage the use of Chinese goods and improve local
products. Completely prohibit Japanese goods. Suppress profiteering
merchants and ban speculation and manipulation of the market.

7. Improve the people’s livelihood.

Improve the conditions of workers, office employees and teachers,
and of soldiers fighting the Japanese.

Give preferential treatment to the families of the soldiers fighting
the Japanese.

Abolish exorbitant taxes and miscellaneous levies.

Reduce rent and interest.

Give relief to the unemployed.

Regulate grain supplies.

Aid the victims of natural calamities.

8. Adopt an anti-Japanese educational policy.

Change the existing educational system and curriculum and put
into effect a new system and curriculum aimed at resisting Japan and
saving the nation.

9. Weed out traitors and pro-Japanese elements and consolidate
the rear.
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10. Achieve national unity against Japan.

Build up the Anti-Japanese National United Front of all political
parties and groups, people in all walks of life and all armed forces
on the basis of Kuomintang-Communist co-operation in order to lead
the War of Resistance, unite in good faith and meet the national crisis.

D. It is imperative to discard the policy of resistance by the govern-
ment alone and to enforce the policy of total resistance by the whole
nation. The government must unite with the people, fully restore the
revolutionary spirit of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, put the above Ten-Point Pro-
gramme into effect and strive for complete victory. Together with the
masses of the people and the armed forces under its leadership, the
Chinese Communist Party will firmly adhere to this programme and
stand in the forefront of the War of Resistance, defending the mother-
land to the last drop of its blood. In keeping with its consistent policy,
the Chinese Communist Party is ready to stand side by side with the
Kuomintang and the other political parties and groups and unite
with them in building the solid Great Wall of the national united
front to defeat the infamous Japanese aggressors and strive for a new
China which is independent, happy and free. To achieve this goal,
we must firmly repudiate the traitors’ theories of compromise and
capitulation, and combat national defeatism according to which it is
impossible to defeat the Japanese aggressors. The Chinese Communist
Party firmly believes that the Japanese aggressors can definitely be
defeated provided the above Ten-Point Programme is carried out.
If our 450 million countrymen all exert themselves, the Chinese nation
will certainly achieve final victory!

Down with Japanese imperialism!

Long live the national revolutionary war!

Long live New China, independent, happy and free!

NOTES

1 The year 1935 witnessed a new upsurge in the popular patriotic movement
throughout the country. Students in Peking, under the leadership of the Communist
Party of China, held a patriotic demonstration on December 9, putting forward such
slogans as “Stop the civil war and unite to resist foreign aggression” and “Down
with Japanese imperialism”. This movement broke through the long reign of terror
imposed by the Kuomintang government in league with the Japanese invaders and
very quickly won the people’s support throughout the country. It is known as the
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“December 9th Movement”. The outcome was that new changes manifested them-
selves in the relations among the various classes in the country, and the Anti-Japanese
National United Front proposed by the Communist Party of China became the
openly advocated policy of all patriotic people. The Chiang Kai-shek government
with its traitorous policy became very isolated.

2 See the introductory note to “Policies, Measures and Perspectives for Resisting
the Japanese Invasion”, pp. 13-14 of this volume.

3 See History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), Short
Course, Eng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1951, pp. 347-8I.

4 The defence of Madrid, starting in October 1936, lasted for two years and five
months. In 1936, fascist Germany and Italy made use of the Spanish fascist warlord
Franco to launch a war of aggression against Spain. The Spanish people, led by the
Popular Front Government, heroically defended democracy against aggression. The
battle of Madrid, the capital of Spain, was the bitterest in the whole war. Madrid
fell in March 1939 because Britain, France and other imperialist countries assisted
the aggressors by their hypocritical policy of “non-intervention” and because divisions
arose within the Popular Front.

5The Three People’s Principles were the principles and the programme put
forward by Sun Yat-sen on the questions of nationalism, democracy and people’s
livelihood in China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution. In the manifesto adopted by
the Kuomintang at its First National Congress in 1924 Sun Yat-sen restated the
Three People’s Principles. Nationalism was interpreted as opposition to imperialism
and active support was expressed for the movements of the workers and peasants.
Thus the old Three People’s Principles were transformed into the new Three People’s
Principles characterized by the Three Great Policies, that is, alliance with Russia,
co-operation with the Communist Party, and assistance to the peasants and workers.
The new Three People’s Principles provided the political basis for the co-operation
between the Communist Party of China and the Kuomintang during the First
Revolutionary Civil War period.






COMBAT LIBERALISM

September 7, 1937

We stand for active ideological struggle because it is the weapon
for ensuring unity within the Party and the revolutionary organizations
in the interest of our fight. Every Communist and revolutionary should
take up this weapon.

But liberalism rejects ideological struggle and stands for unprin-
cipled peace, thus giving rise to a decadent, philistine attitude and
bringing about political degeneration in certain units and individuals
in the Party and the revolutionary organizations.

Liberalism manifests itself in various ways.

To let things slide for the sake of peace and friendship when a
person has clearly gone wrong, and refrain from principled argument
because he is an old acquaintance, a fellow townsman, a schoolmate,
a close friend, a loved one, an old colleague or old subordinate. Or
to touch on the matter lightly instead of going into it thoroughly,
so as to keep on good terms. The result is that both the organization
and the individual are harmed. This is one type of liberalism.

To indulge in irresponsible criticism in private instead of actively
putting forward one’s suggestions to the organization. To say nothing
to people to their faces but to gossip behind their backs, or to say
nothing at a meeting but to gossip afterwards. To show no regard at
all for the principles of collective life but to follow one’s own inclina-
tion. This is a second type.

To let things drift if they do not affect one personally; to say as
little as possible while knowing perfectly well what is wrong, to be
worldly wise and play safe and seek only to avoid blame. This is a
third type.

Not to obey orders but to give pride of place to one’s own opinions.
To demand special consideration from the organization but to reject
its discipline. This is a fourth type.
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To indulge in personal attacks, pick quarrels, vent personal spite
or seek revenge instead of entering into an argument and struggling
against incorrect views for the sake of unity or progress or getting the
work done properly. This is a fifth type.

To hear incorrect views without rebutting them and even to hear
counter-revolutionary remarks without reporting them, but instead
to take them calmly as if nothing had happened. This is a sixth type.

To be among the masses and fail to conduct propaganda and
agitation or speak at meetings or conduct investigations and inquiries
among them, and instead to be indifferent to them and show no
concern for their well-being, forgetting that one is a Communist
and behaving as if one were an ordinary non-Communist. This is a
seventh type.

To see someone harming the interests of the masses and yet not
feel indignant, or dissuade or stop him or reason with him, but to
allow him to continue. This is an eighth type.

To work half-heartedly without a definite plan or direction; to
work perfunctorily and muddle along — “So long as one remains a
monk, one goes on tolling the bell.” This is a ninth type.

To regard oneself as having rendered great service to the revolution
to pride oneself on being a veteran, to disdain minor assignments while
being quite unequal to major tasks, to be slipshod in work and slack
in study. This is a tenth type.

To be aware of one’s own mistakes and yet make no attempt to
correct them, taking a liberal attitude towards oneself. This is an
eleventh type.

We could name more. But these eleven are the principal types.

They are all manifestations of liberalism.

Liberalism is extremely harmful in a revolutionary collective. It
is a corrosive which eats away unity, undermines cohesion, causes
apathy and creates dissension. It robs the revolutionary ranks of com-
pact organization and strict discipline, prevents policies from being
carried through and alienates the Party organizations from the masses
which the Party leads. It is an extremely bad tendency.

Liberalism stems from petty-bourgeois selfishness, it places personal
interests first and the interests of the revolution second, and this gives
rise to ideological, political and organizational liberalism.

People who are liberals look upon the principles of Marxism as
abstract dogma. They approve of Marxism, but are not prepared to
practise it or to practise it in full; they are not prepared to replace
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their liberalism by Marxism. These people have their Marxism, but
they have their liberalism as well — they talk Marxism but practise
liberalism; they apply Marxism to others but liberalism to themselves.
They keep both kinds of goods in stock and find a use for each. This
is how the minds of certain people work.

Liberalism is a manifestation of opportunism and conflicts funda-
mentally with Marxism. It is negative and objectively has the effect
of helping the enemy; that is why the enemy welcomes its preservation
in our midst. Such being its nature, there should be no place for it in
the ranks of the revolution.

We must use Marxism, which is positive in spirit, to overcome
liberalism, which is negative. A Communist should have largeness of
mind and he should be staunch and active, looking upon the interests
of the revolution as his very life and subordinating his personal interests
to those of the revolution; always and everywhere he should adhere
to principle and wage a tireless struggle against all incorrect ideas
and actions, so as to consolidate the collective life of the Party and
strengthen the ties between the Party and the masses; he should be
more concerned about the Party and the masses than about any private
person, and more concerned about others than about himself. Only
thus can he be considered a Communist.

All loyal, honest, active and upright Communists must unite
to oppose the liberal tendencies shown by certain people among
us, and set them on the right path. This is one of the tasks on our
ideological front.






URGENT TASKS
FOLLOWING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
KUOMINTANG-COMMUNIST
CO-OPERATION

September 29, 1941

As far back as 1933, the Chinese Communist Party issued a dec-
laration stating that it was ready to conclude an agreement for
resisting Japan with any section of the Kuomintang army on three
conditions, namely, that attacks on the Red Army be stopped, that
democratic freedoms be granted to the people and that the people
be armed. This declaration was made because after the September
18th Incident in 1931, resistance to the Japanese imperialist invasion
became the primary task of the Chinese people. But we did not succeed
in our objective.

In August 1935, the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese
Red Army called upon all political parties and groups and the people
throughout the country to organize an anti-Japanese united army and
a government of national defence for a common fight against Japanese
imperialism.! In December of that year, the Chinese Communist Party
adopted a resolution? on the formation of an anti-Japanese national
united front with the national bourgeoisie. In May 1936, the Red
Army published an open telegram3 demanding that the Nanking
government stop the civil war and make common cause against Japan.
In August of that year, the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party sent a letter* to the Central Executive Committee of the
Kuomintang demanding that the Kuomintang stop the civil war and
form a united front of the two parties to fight jointly against Japanese
imperialism. In September of the same year, the Communist Party
passed a resolution® on the establishment of a unified democratic
republic in China. Besides the declaration, the open telegram, the
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letter and the resolutions, we sent representatives to hold discussions
with people from the Kuomintang side on many occasions, and yet
all in vain. It was only towards the end of 1936 after the Sian Incident
that the plenipotentiary of the Chinese Communist Party and the
responsible chief of the Kuomintang reached an agreement on a
contemporary issue of vital political importance, namely, cessation
of the civil war between the two parties, and brought about the
peaceful settlement of the Sian Incident. This was a great event in
Chinese history and provided a prerequisite for the renewal of co-
operation between the two parties.

On February 10 this year, the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party sent a telegram® to the Third Plenary Session of the
Kuomintang Central Executive Committee on the eve of its meeting,
making comprehensive proposals for concrete co-operation between
the two parties. In that telegram we demanded that the Kuomintang
give the Communist Party guarantees on the following five points:
the ending of the civil war, the realization of democratic freedoms,
the convening of a national assembly, speedy preparations for resisting
Japan, and improvement of the people’s livelihood. At the same time
the Communist Party offered guarantees to the Kuomintang on the
following four points: the elimination of the state of antagonism
between the two regimes, the redesignation of the Red Army, the
application of the new-democratic system in the revolutionary base
areas, and the discontinuance of the confiscation of the land of the
landlords. This was likewise an important political step, for without
it the establishment of co-operation between the two parties would
have been retarded, which would have been wholly detrimental to
speedy preparations for resisting Japan.

Since then the two parties have moved a step closer to each other
in their negotiations. The Communist Party has made more specific
proposals on the question of a common political programme for the
two parties, on the question of lifting the ban on the mass movements
and releasing political prisoners, and on the question of redesignating
the Red Army. So far the common programme has not yet been prom-
ulgated, nor has the ban on the mass movements been lifted, nor
has the new system in the revolutionary base areas been recognized;
however, about a month after the fall of Peiping and Tientsin an
order was issued to the effect that the Red Army was to be redesignated
as the Eighth Route Army of the National Revolutionary Army (also
called the Eighteenth Group Army in the anti-Japanese battle order).
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The declaration of the Central Committee of our Party on the establish-
ment of bi-partisan co-operation, which had been conveyed to the
Kuomintang as early as July 1§, and Chiang Kai-shek’s statement
recognizing the legal status of the Communist Party of China, which
should have been published as agreed simultaneously with the dec-
laration, were finally released to the public (alas after a long delay)
by the Kuomintang Central News Agency on September 22 and 23
respectively, when the situation at the front had become critical.
The Communist Party’s declaration and Chiang Kai-shek’s statement
announced the establishment of co-operation between the two parties
and laid the necessary foundation for the great cause of alliance
between the two parties to save the nation. The declaration of the
Communist Party not only embodies the principle of unity between
the two parties but also embodies the basic principle of the great unity
of the people throughout the country. It is good that Chiang Kai-shek,
in his statement, recognized the legal status of the Communist Party
throughout China and spoke of the necessity of unity to save the
nation; however, he has not abandoned his Kuomintang arrogance
or made any necessary self-criticism, and we can hardly be satisfied
with that. Nevertheless, the united front between the two parties has
been proclaimed as established. This has ushered in a new epoch in
the history of the Chinese revolution. It will exert a widespread and
profound influence on the Chinese revolution and play a decisive role
in defeating Japanese imperialism.

Ever since 1924, the relationship between the Kuomintang and
the Chinese Communist Party has played a decisive role in the Chinese
revolution. The revolution of 1924-27 took place as a result of the
co-operation of the two parties on the basis of a definite programme.
In a mere two or three years, tremendous successes were achieved
in the national revolution to which Dr. Sun Yat-sen had devoted
forty years and which he had left unaccomplished; these successes
were the establishment of the revolutionary base in Kwangtung and
the victory of the Northern Expedition. They were the products of
the formation of the united front of the two parties. But at the very
moment when the revolution was nearing its triumph, some people
who failed to uphold the revolutionary cause disrupted the two-party
united front and so brought about the failure of the revolution, and
the door was left open for foreign aggression. These were the products
of the disruption of the united front of the two parties. Now the newly
formed united front between the two parties has ushered in a new
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period in the Chinese revolution. There are still people who do not
understand the historical role of the united front and its great future
and regard it as a mere temporary makeshift devised under the pres-
sure of circumstances; nevertheless, through this united front, the
wheel of history will propel the Chinese revolution forward to a
completely new stage. Whether China can extricate herself from the
national and social crisis which is now so grave depends on how this
united front will develop. There is already fresh evidence that the
prospects are favourable. First, as soon as the policy of the united
front was put forward by the Chinese Communist Party, it won the
approval of the people everywhere. This is a clear expression of the
will of the people. Second, immediately after the Sian Incident was
settled peacefully and the two parties ended the civil war, all political
parties and groups, people in all walks of life and all armed forces
in the country achieved unprecedented unity. This unity, however, still
falls far short of meeting the needs of resisting Japan, especially as
the problem of unity between the government and the people remains
basically unsolved. Third, and most striking of all, is the fact that the
nation-wide War of Resistance has started. We are not satisfied with
the War of Resistance in its present state because, though national in
character, it is still confined to the government and the armed forces.
As we pointed out earlier, Japanese imperialism cannot be defeated
through a war of resistance of this kind. Nevertheless, for the first
time in a hundred years, China is definitely putting up nation-wide
resistance to a foreign invader, and this could never have come about
without internal peace and without co-operation between the two
parties. If the Japanese aggressors were able to take the four north-
eastern provinces without firing a single shot during the time when
the two-party united front was broken up, then today, when the united
front has been re-established, they will not be able to occupy more
Chinese territory without paying a price in bloody battles. Fourth,
there is the effect abroad. The proposal for the anti-Japanese united
front put forward by the Chinese Communist Party has won the
support of the workers and peasants and the Communist Parties all
over the world. With the establishment of co-operation between the
Kuomintang and the Communist Party, the people of various countries,
and particularly of the Soviet Union, will help China more actively.
China and the Soviet Union have concluded a treaty of non-aggression’
and the relations between the two countries can be expected to improve
still further. From all this evidence we can state with certainty that
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the growth of the united front will carry China towards a bright and
great future, namely, the defeat of Japanese imperialism and the
establishment of a unified democratic republic.

However, the united front cannot accomplish this great task if it
remains in its present state. The united front of the two parties must
be developed further. For in its present state it is not yet broadly based
or consolidated.

Should the Anti-Japanese National United Front be confined to
the Kuomintang and the Communist Party? No, it should be a united
front of the whole nation, with the two parties forming only a part
of it. It should be a united front of all parties and groups, people in
all walks of life and all armed forces, a united front of all patriots —
the workers, peasants, soldiers, intellectuals and businessmen. So far,
the united front has in fact been confined to the two parties, while
the masses of the workers, peasants, soldiers and urban petty bour-
geoisie and a large number of other patriots have not yet been aroused,
called into action, organized or armed. This is the most serious problem
at present. It is serious because it makes victories at the front impos-
sible. It is no longer possible to conceal the critical situation at the
front both in northern China and in Kiangsu and Chekiang Provinces,
nor is there any need to do so; the question is how to save the situation.
And the only way to save it is to put Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Testament
into practice, to “arouse the masses of the people”. In his deathbed
Testament, Dr. Sun declared he was deeply convinced, from the
experience accumulated over forty years, that only thus could the goal
of revolution be achieved. What reason is there for obstinately refusing
to put this testament into practice? What reason is there for failing to
do so at a moment when the fate of the nation is at stake? Every-
body knows that autocracy and suppression run counter to the
principle of “arousing the masses of the people”. Resistance by the
government and the army alone can never defeat Japanese imperialism.
Early in May this year we warned the ruling Kuomintang in all
seriousness that unless the masses of the people were aroused to
resist, China would follow the same path to disaster as Abyssinia.
This point has been made not only by the Chinese Communists but
by progressives throughout the country and by many intelligent
members of the Kuomintang itself. Yet the policy of autocratic rule
remains unchanged. As a result the government has estranged itself
from the people, the army from the masses, and the military command
from the rank and file. Unless the united front is reinforced by the
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participation of the masses, the crisis on the war fronts will inevitably
be aggravated, not mitigated.

The present anti-Japanese united front still lacks a political pro-
gramme to replace the Kuomintang’s policy of autocratic rule, a
programme accepted by both parties and formally promulgated. In
relation to the masses the Kuomintang is continuing the same practices
it has followed for the last ten years; there has been no change and
on the whole everything has remained the same for the last ten years,
from the government apparatus, the army system and the policy
towards civilians to financial, economic and educational policies.
Changes there are and very great ones too — cessation of civil war
and unity against Japan. The two parties have ended the civil war
and the nation-wide War of Resistance Against Japan has started,
which mean a tremendous change in the Chinese political scene since
the Sian Incident. But so far there has been no change in the practices
enumerated above, and there is thus a disharmony between the things
that have not changed and those that have. The old practices are suited
only to compromise abroad and suppression of the revolution at home,
and they prove ill-suited in every respect and reveal all their inade-
quacies when it comes to coping with the Japanese imperialist invasion.
It would be another story if we did not want to resist Japan, but since
we do and resistance has actually begun, and since a serious crisis has
already revealed itself, refusal to change over to new ways will lead
to the gravest dangers imaginable. Resistance to Japan requires a
broadly based united front, and hence all the people should be mo-
bilized to join it. Resistance to Japan requires a consolidated united
front, and this calls for a common programme. The common program-
me will be the united front’s guide to action and will serve also as the
tie which, like a cord, closely binds together all the organizations and
individuals in the united front, all political parties and groups, people in
all walks of life and all armed forces. Only in this way will we be able
to speak of firm unity. We are opposed to the old binding rules, because
they are unsuited to the national revolutionary war. We look forward
to the introduction of new binding rules to replace the old, that is, to
the promulgation of a common programme and the establishment of
revolutionary order. Nothing else will suit the War of Resistance.

What should the common programme be? It should be the Three
People’s Principles of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the Ten-Point Programme
for Resisting Japan and Saving the Nation® proposed by the Com-
munist Party on August 25 this year.
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In its declaration announcing Kuomintang-Communist co-
operation, the Chinese Communist Party stated that “the Three Peo-
ple’s Principles of Dr. Sun Yat-sen being what China needs today, our
Party is ready to fight for their complete realization”. Some people
find it strange that the Communist Party should be ready to put
the Three People’s Principles of the Kuomintang into practice; Chu
Ching-lai® of Shanghai, for instance, has expressed doubts in a local
periodical. These people think that communism and the Three People’s
Principles are incompatible. This is a purely formal approach. Com-
munism will be put into practice at a future stage of the development
of the revolution; at the present stage the communists harbour no
illusions about being able to realize it but will carry out the national
and democratic revolution as required by history. This is the basic
reason why the Communist Party has proposed an anti-Japanese
national united front and a unified democratic republic. As for the
Three People’s Principles, at the Kuomintang’s First National Con-
gress the Communist Party and the Kuomintang jointly decided to put
them into practice during the first two-party united front over ten
years ago, and they were put into practice from 1924 to 1927 in large
areas of the country through the efforts of all loyal Communists and
all loyal members of the Kuomintang. Unfortunately that united front
broke up in 1927, and in the subsequent ten years the Kuomintang
opposed the application of the Three People’s Principles. But as far
as the Communist Party is concerned, all its policies in these ten years
have been fundamentally in line with the revolutionary spirit of Dr.
Sun’s Three People’s Principles and Three Great Policies. Not a day
has passed without the Communist Party’s conducting a struggle
against imperialism, which means the thoroughgoing application of
the Principle of Nationalism; the worker-peasant democratic dictator-
ship is nothing but the thoroughgoing application of the Principle of
Democracy; the Agrarian Revolution is the thoroughgoing application
of the Principle of People’s Livelihood. Why, then, has the Communist
Party announced the abolition of the worker-peasant democratic
dictatorship and the discontinuance of confiscating the land of land-
lords? The reason, as we explained some time ago, is not that there
is anything at all wrong with these things, but that the Japanese
imperialist armed aggression has led to a change in class relations in
the country, and has thereby not only made it necessary to unite all
classes of the nation against Japanese imperialism, but also created
the possibility of doing so. An anti-fascist united front for the sake
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of the common struggle against fascism is both necessary and possible
not only in China but throughout the world. Therefore we stand for
the establishment of a national and democratic united front in China.
It is on these grounds that we have proposed a democratic republic
based on the alliance of all classes in place of a worker-peasant
democratic dictatorship. The Agrarian Revolution put into effect the
principle of “land to the tiller”, which is precisely what Dr. Sun
Yat-sen proposed. We have now discontinued it for the sake of
uniting greater numbers of people against Japanese imperialism, but
that does not mean China does not need to solve her land problem.
We have unequivocally explained our position on the causes of these
changes in policy and their timing. It is precisely because the Chinese
Communist Party, basing itself on Marxist principles, has constantly
adhered to and developed the revolutionary Three People’s Prin-
ciples — the common programme of the first Kuomintang-Communist
united front — that, in this hour of national crisis when our country
is invaded by a powerful aggressor, the Party has been able to put
forward the timely proposal for a national and democratic united
front, which is the only policy capable of saving the nation, and to
apply this policy with unremitting effort. The question now is not
whether it is the Communist Party which believes in or carries out
the revolutionary Three People’s Principles, but whether it is the
Kuomintang which does so. The present task is to restore the revolu-
tionary spirit of Dr. Sun’s Three People’s Principles throughout the
country, and on this basis to work out a definite programme and
policy and put them into practice sincerely and not half-heartedly,
conscientiously and not perfunctorily, promptly and not tardily; the
Chinese Communist Party has been earnestly praying day and night
for this to happen. For this very reason, it put forward the Ten-Point
Programme for Resisting Japan and Saving the Nation after the
Lukouchiao Incident. The Ten-Point Programme is in line both with
Marxism and with the genuine revolutionary Three People’s Principles.
It is an initial programme, the programme for the Chinese revolution
at the present stage, which is the